June xx, 2008

Senator Mel Martinez

356 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Martinez,
(I/We) are writing to inform you of a growing concern that is spreading across the State of Florida in the research and technology industry. One of the most valuable funding resources for researchers, scientists and entrepreneurs is being threatened - the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Programs. As one of (my/our) representatives in the United States Senate we are asking you for help to ensure that these programs remain truly devoted to small business innovation, which they were created to support. 

The SBIR/STTR program is a highly competitive grant program that encourages small business to explore their technological potential and provides the incentive to profit from its commercialization. By including qualified small businesses in the nation's R&D arena, high-tech innovation is stimulated and the United States gains entrepreneurial spirit as it meets its specific research and development needs.
While (I/we) are glad to see the United States Congress taking action to renew the SBIR/STTR program, (I/we) are deeply concerned about suggested changes that have passed through the House of Representatives. In its current format, H.R. 5819 will result in 60% fewer SBIR/STTR grants being awarded and 60% fewer small businesses receiving funding. 

In its unabridged version, H.R. 5819 would negatively affect the SBIR/STTR in the following ways:

· Eliminate the safeguards against abuse of the program by bypassing the “proof of concept.”

· Undercut features of the program that the National Academy of Sciences has said are the programs basic scientific strengths.

· Dramatically shrink the number of companies in the program and the number of innovations funded.

· Shift the program away from meeting federal agency R&D needs and toward funding private sector technology priorities.
In (Florida/your state or town), many researchers, scientists and entrepreneurs confidently pursue SBIR/STTR grants with the knowledge that if their proposals are written well and their ideas presented in a feasible manner, they will have a chance to win a grant. If these proposed changes in H.R. 5819 are adopted, the chances for an independently owned small business to win will drop drastically; other businesses backed by venture capitalists and larger corporations will be more likely to win. Overall, the SBIR/STTR judging will become an unfair process.

It is (my/our) hope that you will work to protect this very important program. The Small Business Technology Council (SBTC) has drafted the attached materials (download from Web site) that outline the positive and worrisome changes that H.R. 5819 suggests. They have also declared that they are ready to work with the U.S. Senate Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee to draft an SBIR reauthorization bill that “incorporates the recommendations of the NAS study and meets the needs of our country for broad and rapid technological innovation.” (I/We) are asking you to work with the Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee and the Small Business Technology Council to ensure that the SBIR/STTR program remains a viable option for Florida researchers, scientists and entrepreneurs and continues to fuel the entrepreneurial spirit it was designed to ignite.
Thank you,

