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Herbert W. Jones Memorial Seminar & Symposium Banquet 
A Huge Success
High School Physics Awards Presented at the Symposium Banquet
FAMU Division of Research, Tallahassee, FL—The unexcelled 7th Herbert W. Jones Memorial Seminar and Symposium Banquet were held this past weekend hosted and sponsored by the FAMU Department of Physics, National Science Foundation-Center for Research Excellence in Science and Technology (NSF-CREST).  The seminar’s opening session was chaired by FAMU Department of Physics Chair, Chief Scientist and Professor Charles A. Weatherford, Ph.D. with about 40 participants in attendance from an international perspective.  They were welcomed by FAMU College of Arts & Sciences Dean Ralph A. Turner, Ph.D..
Held in the CePaST (Center for Plasma and Science Technology) Conference Room at the NSF-CREST Center for Astrophysical Science and Technology at FAMU, the seminar featured several FAMU and visiting distinguished researchers.  Chris Greene, Ph.D. of Colorado University and JILA (one of the nation's leading scientific institutes, JILA supports an eclectic and innovative research program that ranges from the small, cold world of quantum physics through the design of precision optics and atom lasers to the processes that shape the stars and galaxies) addressed:  “How Rydberg Electrons and Molecules Mix It Up at Low Energies.”  Then, session chair, FAMU’s own Joseph A. Johnson, Ph.D. introduced Carol Scarlett, Ph.D. (FAMU’s first African-American female professor in the Department of Physics via West Point Academy) and her presentation:  “Axions:  Candidates for Dark Matter,” was followed by John Sarff, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin:  “Magnetic Self-Organization in the Reversed Field Pinch.
The afternoon’s session chair, FAMU’s Ray O’Neal, Ph.D. featured Paul O’Connor, Ph.D. of Brookhaven National Lab (Upton, NY) addressing:  “Cosmology with the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope” and FAMU’s Mark Jack, Ph.D. with:  “Functionalized Carbon Nanorings – Spintronics Applications and Single Photon Detection.”  Lastly, FAMU Session Chair, Bidhan Saha, Ph.D., facilitated Roman Krems, Ph.D. of the University of British Columbia deliberating “Cold Controlled Chemistry.”  
Helping to highlight the weekend’s events was the presentation of three high school physics awards to Leon County students:  Mr. Daniel Chang, Maclay High School; Mr. Geoffrey Linn, Godby High School, and Ms. Ravin Robinson, FAMU DRS, along with acknowledging their respective teachers.  Each student received a $250 stipend, established by the late founder of FAMU’s Department of Physics, Professor Herbert W. Jones, Ph.D., who served the Department from 1958 – 2002.  A kind and generous man, Professor Jones left $50,000 to the FAMU Department of Physics for its growth and development.  FAMU’s Department of Physics was incidentally the #1 producer of African-American physics Ph.D. recipients in the U.S., between 2006 and 2007—30% of the national output— according to data from the American Institute of Physics.
Professor Jones laid the pivotal groundwork for the establishment of the FAMU Department of Physics in 1967, subsequently serving as its chairman, Director of the Division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, and promoted research in physics and other areas (biology, chemistry, mathematics and computer science) by organizing the April Science Seminars annually for a decade.  This year’s 7th memorial day of talks by nationally and internationally renown scientists and engineers in honor of Professor Jones’ vision was quite an appropriate tribute to his sustaining legacy.
FLORIDA A&M UNIVERSITY (FAMU) is one of the nation’s largest, single-campus Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). Located in Tallahassee, Florida, it was established in 1887 as a land-grant institution. Today, FAMU has enrollment of approximately 12,000 students who are matriculating in one of the 14 schools, colleges and institute.  FAMU is the top producer of African-American educators, pharmacists and Ph.D. physicists in the nation. For more information, visit www.famu.edu.

