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FAMU pitches fusion-energy project
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Joseph Johnson III, director of Florida A&M University's Center for Plasma Science and Technology, is hoping to secure funding from the Department of Energy for his fusion-energy project. (FAMU/Special to the Democrat)
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Joseph Johnson III went from soft-sell to harder-sell in a matter of minutes Tuesday morning.
Johnson, director of Florida A&M University's Center for Plasma Science and Technology, believes his team may hold the keys to the nation's energy dilemma. He's convinced that fusion energy is the solution for a nation quickly consuming limited supplies of coal and oil, and FAMU has invested in a $1-million blueprint to turn a fusion project into reality.
Now the university needs an additional $10 million -$11 million to fund the project, Johnson told Congressman Allen Boyd (D-Monticello), who was touring the facility in the Centennial Building at Innovation Park.
"This is the best kind of pork," Johnson said. "This is pork that will make you healthy.
"Right now there's a worldwide shortage of folks who can do this kind of work," he added. "We're trying to put our folks in front on all this."
FAMU is hoping to secure funding from the Department of Energy to collaborate with Auburn and West Virginia universities on the fusion project.
Boyd, after reviewing laser and computer demonstrations at the facility, applauded Johnson and his team for focusing on "our grandchildren's generation." But he cautioned that the rules for Congressional earmarks have changed, and that there's less money available today than there was five years ago.
"The money's not there the way it used to be," said Boyd, who sits on the House Appropriations Committee. "It's getting more difficult, but we'll keep pitching."

FAMU President James Ammons pledged that the university will apply for all available grants.

Larry Robinson, vice president for research at FAMU, noted that funding the fusion project will benefit more than just the university.
"There's an economic component to this, especially for the local economy," Robinson said. "It will mean more jobs, for starters."
